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Blizzard Jonas 
Thank you to all the staff who worked tirelessly through Blizzard Jonas to clear our school buildings.  
Their work was outstanding.   We also wanted to thank the Township for cooperatively working with us, 
including public works, police and other personnel. 
 
Pre – K 
We are thrilled to have expanded Pre-K this year and to have so many families choosing our high quality 
Pre-K program. 
 
The early years are critical to ensuring academic success in the later years and improve career 
opportunities.  Franklin Township Public Schools Pre-K teachers are highly qualified, our curriculum is 
aligned with the common core standards, each student is assessed and their individual needs are 
identified and supported.  And one feature parents and guardians have really appreciated is the bus 
transportation.  Additionally, it is important to note that our Pre-K teachers receive living wages, health 
and other benefits. 
 
Franklin Township Public Schools is committed to early childhood education and believes strongly in the 
positive effects that a quality pre-school program can have on the social and academic future of a child. 
This past year alone the Board allocated $1.3 million dollars toward the Pre-K Program.   
 
In addition to providing a full-day kindergarten program for our Franklin children, the district has also 
provided a general education Pre-K program for the past 15 years.  This program, for district children who 
turn 4 years old on or before October 31

st
, has evolved over the years from a half-day program to a full-

day program offered at all of our elementary schools.  In fact, this year we were able to expand the 
program to include one class housed at Franklin High School.   
 
Over the years, we have been able to grow and sustain our Pre-K Program using State grant money, as 
well as contributions from our district budget.  However, as many of you know, we have had to place 
students on a waiting list and offer others seats in schools outside of their attendance areas with no 
transportation. 
 
We would like to expand the Pre-K Program next year to provide this valuable learning opportunity to 
even more of our young children and increase our ability to provide transportation to the students in the 
Program.  We anticipate housing four additional Pre-K classrooms in our current facilities next year, 
largely by re-furbishing classrooms currently serving other grades.  This would allow us to offer seats to 
approximately 64 additional general education students.    
 
Recognizing the importance of Pre-K, this Board set a budget goal of expanding Pre-K.  With the 2% 
budget cap to service a majority of those eligible in our community, additional funds will be necessary. 
Tonight the Board, in addition to committing the same level of funding for 2016-2017, $1.3 million, will be 
asked to consider charging tuition to those who are eligible to attend a tuition-based program at a set rate 
of $590 per month.  
 
The rate of $590 per month is almost $100 less than full-day programs offered in neighboring districts and 
would also include transportation.  Other neighboring districts that offer partial day programs for only two-
and-one-half hours, charge on average between $220 and $355 per month.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
It is important to note that pre-school programs for 4-year old children are also offered in town through 
daycare centers.  The cost of these programs vary depending upon the hours needed.  Charges for these 
programs range from $660 - 720 per month.  One facility charges over $1,035 per month for hours 
comparable to the district Pre-K Program.  Transportation to and from these daycare programs is rarely 
included.  
 
We strongly believe that the Franklin Township Public School District is in the best position to provide the 
highest quality full-day Pre-K Program.  We also believe that in order to service as many students as 
possible and provide transportation to and from that full-day program, a tuition charge comparable to 
other local facilities is necessary to augment the Board’s commitment of $1.3 million dollars of operating 
budget. 
 
Given the economic diversity of our town, I want to be clear that families qualifying for free and reduced 
lunch and families with special needs children will receive Pre-K at no cost.  We are confident this Pre-K 
expansion will allow this very important academic program to provide each preschooler with a strong start 
to their academic endeavors. 
 
Again, this expansion will allow more youngsters to attend our Pre-K Program with: 
- Highly qualified Pre-K teachers, earning living wages, health and other benefits 
- A rigorous curriculum aligned with the common core standards 
- Individual needs assessments, support and bus transportation 
 
Construction 
We want to express our appreciation to Bob Vornlocker, Vince Dominach and Vince Lupo for their 
continued support of our construction projects, working with Mr. Strimple to ensure the plan review is 
moving and the projects will be positioned to keep on schedule. 
 
HIB Scores 
Our district has recently received our NJ Department of Education School Self-Assessment for 
Determining Grades under the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights - District and School Grade Report for the 2014-
2015 School Year. In compliance with the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights, this information is posted on the 
district and each school’s website.   
 
Each school performs a self-assessment after the completion of the school year in several areas 
pertaining to HIB.  Those areas are HIB Programs, Approaches and Other Initiatives, Training on the 
Board of Education Approved HIB Policy, Other Staff Instruction and Training Programs, Curriculum and 
Instruction on HIB Related Information and Skills, HIB Personnel, School-Level HIB Incident Reporting 
Procedures, HIB Investigative Procedures, and HIB Reporting. 
 
The self-assessment scores are submitted to the Department of Education who officially releases the 
school grades as well as the district average.  The maximum total score is 78 points.  For the 2014-2015 
school year the District earned an average score of 73 points.  This was 3 points higher than our grade 
for the 2013-2014 school year. Visit the website for more details.   
 
Alumni News   
Zalenda Cyrille, a 1997 graduate of Franklin High School, has been selected to receive the Intelligence 
and National Security Alliance (INSA) 2016 Edwin J. Land Industry Award.  She will be the first African 
American and first women to be so honored. 
 
INSA is a non-profit, non-partisan, public-private organization that works to promote and recognize the 
highest standards within the national security and intelligence communities.  In 2010, the INSA Board of 
Directors established the INSA Achievement Awards to recognize the accomplishments of young 
professionals in intelligence and national security. 
  



 
 
Ms. Cyrille is a Senior Program Manager with Vencore.  She manages over 30 engineers and a 
multimillion-dollar contract portfolio.  She adapts, teaches and implements industry best practices for 
software development across the Intelligence Community.  As a certified program consultant she is 
instrumental in educating both government and industry development teams and leaders.  In addition to 
teaching the certification courses, Ms. Cyrille works closely with development teams to stand up and instill 
tailored processes to meet specific team needs.  She will receive her award early next month.  We join 
her family in recognizing her accomplishment with great pride.  
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Franklin Booster Club   
On Saturday, January 30th, Franklin Booster Club will host its inaugural Hoops for Troops Basketball 
Tournament where boys’ basketball teams from several schools will compete.  Our Franklin Warriors will 
verse Piscataway at 7:07 PM following a presentation by our JROTC.  Admission is $8.00 with a $1.00 
discount if you bring a non-perishable food item for the Franklin Food Bank.  A portion of the proceeds will 
be donated to US Veterans.  Games begin at 1:00 PM.   Please check the Franklin High School website 
for the full day’s schedule. 
   
SGS Players  
The SGS Players will present the Lion King Jr. beginning this weekend.  Performances are on Friday and 
Saturday, January 29

th
 and 30

th
 and February 5

th
 and 6

th
 at 7:00 PM.  Matinee performances at 2:00 PM 

will be held on Sunday, January 31
st
 and February 7

th
.  More information is available on the SGS website.   

 


